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To:
State of Wisconsin Building Commission                              April 28, 2006

Commission Members

Cc: 
Natural Resources Board



   (see last page 


Waukesha County officials listed 


       for detailed


State Senators & Representatives listed 

    addressee list)


Town of Merton; Village of Chenequa 


Department of Natural Resources




Ref:  North Lake Access Site/Public Access - -

Development Project Request (form 9300-197)  




Submitted by DNR,  Southeast Region

Gentlemen:

We do understand that we are contacting you “after the fact.”   In December 2005, the DNR advised us that they planned to present this Development Project Request for action by the Building Commission in February of 2006.   In January, we were advised that the Commission had already acted.  

However, we feel it is important to outline several important points that were not disclosed in this funding request for public access construction on North Lake:

1. The Development Project Request (“DPR”) fails to disclose that there was (and is) a pending legal action (Ruesch, et al. v. Schwartzburg Estate, et al. - - - and Department of Natural Resources, WI.  Case No. 05-CV-1715) which, if successful, may preclude ANY public access to the site.    

On March 27, a temporary injunction was issued against the DNR in Waukesha Circuit Court, preventing “any construction activities” on the property in question.

2. The DPR does indicate that the North Lake Management District presented an alternative site (Background, p.3, and Alternative B, p.4), but fails to disclose that construction of Alternative B is estimated to cost approximately $150,000 LESS than the $394,400 requested.   While the DPR states that Alternative B “had considerable environmental issues,” 
Alternative B is actually expected to create LESS environmental damage than their proposed development and use of the Kraus site.   In an effort to reduce road building costs, the DNR plans to use “one lane” on a portion of the property, which introduces safety concerns due to lack of visibility and a narrow roadway.  (More detail in the attachment)
3. The DPR also fails to disclose that the acquisition cost of the Alternative B site is $700,000 LESS than the site purchased by the DNR from Mr. & Mrs. Kraus. (More details in the attachment)
4. The DPR wording “gives the impression” that there was local public support for selection of the Kraus site (Background, p.3, referred to as the 6.59 acre parcel), it fails to disclose a petition including nearly 300 signatures which STRONGLY OPPOSES the DNR proposal, and supports Alternative B.   Signatures include an overwhelming majority of the local property owners who were approached, local businesses, and local public officials.   A second petition includes signatures of almost 100 local fishermen  IN OPPOSITION to the DNR plan.  
It is extremely important to understand that these petitions do NOT oppose public access, but they do strongly oppose using the property proposed by the DNR;  instead, they all favor Alternative B for public access.
At this late date, we do not know if it is possible to reconsider your decision.   However, it is important that the record be corrected to show ALL of the important factors that should have been presented for consideration.

For additional information please see the attachment, or contact Bronson Haase (262-719-0345), Chairman, Public Access Committee, North Lake Management District, or any of its Commissioners.

For the North Lake Management District:

x_______________________                x_______________________

 Samuel Bradt, Commissioner

Daniel Burkwald, Commissioner

x_______________________
          x_______________________

 Jerry Heine, Commissioner

Bronson Haase, Ch. Public







Access Committee, NLMD
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